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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  CUCKFIELD 


REPORT 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Cuckfieki  Rural  District  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1953. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  is  12.13  and  this  figure,  when  adjusted,  gives  a 
Corrected  Death  Rate  of  9.58  which  compares  with  11.4  for  England  and 
Wales. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  26.32  as  compared  with  26.8  for  the  country 
as  a whole  and  with  22.39  for  1952. 

The  Death  Rate  for  tuberculosis  is  0.04  as  compared  with  0.20  for  England 
and  Wales. 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Since  July,  1948,  the  County  Council  has  been  responsible  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  this  scheme,  and  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  delegated 
the  duties  in  connection  with  local  arrangements  to  your  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 

For  the  sixth  consecutive  year  no  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  this 
district. 

Details  of  the  immunisation  position  will  be  found  on  page  20  and  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  percentage  of  children  0-5  years  who  have  been  immunised 
is  85,  the  5-15  years  is  98  and  the  total  0-15  years  is  94.  This  high  percentage 
has  been  maintained  only  by  a very  thorough  method  of  following  up  each 
child  from  birth  until  he  leaves  school  at  15  years  of  age,  and  ensuring  that  the 
parents  fully  understand  the  advantages  of  immunisation. 

In  the  years  prior  to  1940 — the  year  when  the  Ministry  of  Health  instituted 
its  immunisation  campaign — an  average  of  60,000  cases  of  diphtheria  were 
notified  each  year  in  England  and  Wales,  and  the  deaths  from  this  disease 
averaged  3,000.  In  1952  cases  had  dropped  to  376  and  deaths  to  32,  a wonderful 
tribute  to  the  efficacy  of  the  procedure.  One  drawback  from  this  tremendous 
fall  in  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  is  that  parents  do  not  dread  the  disease  as 
they  used  to  do  and  more  persuasion  is  needed  to  achieve  a high  percentage 
of  acceptances.  Parents  actually  are  more  concerned  about  their  children  con- 
tracting whooping  cough  than  diphtheria,  and  advantage  is  now  taken  of  this 


fact  in  this  district  by  combining  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  immunisation. 
The  most  dangerous  age  for  whooping  cough  is  during  the  first  year  of  life, 
approximately  60  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  from  this  disease  in  England  and  Wales 
occurring  in  this  group,  and  it  is  for  this  reason  that  in  this  area  we  recommend 
that  immunisation  should  commence  at  three  months  and  every  parent  when  the 
child  reaches  this  age  receives  a letter  from  the  office  explaining  the  procedure 
and  giving  the  parent  the  opportunity  of  taking  him  to  his  own  doctor  or  to 
take  him  to  one  of  the  clinics  which  Dr.  Duke,  my  Deputy,  attends. 

Parents  are  given  the  opportunity  of  having  their  children  immunised 
against  diphtheria  only,  and  in  this  case  it  is  recommended  that  inoculations 
should  commence  at  the  eighth  month.  The  combined  scheme  has  only  been 
functioning  for  18  months  but  we  find  that  the  majority  of  parents  are  accepting 
the  new  procedure,  only  a small  minority  preferring  to  have  the  diphtheria 
immunisation  alone. 

We  are  using  Parke  Davis  W.D.P.  for  the  combined  immunisation  and  it 
has  the  great  advantage  that  it  does  not  contain  alum  which  is  reputed  to 
increase  the  risk  of  post-inoculation  poliomyelitis  when  that  disease  is  prevalent 
in  the  district.  It  has  the  added  advantage  that  it  can  be  and  is  given  subcutan- 
eously as  against  intramuscularly — again  being  much  less  likely  to  cause  paralysis. 
Immunisation  against  whooping  cough  has  only  been  running  for  eighteen 
months,  so  it  is  too  early  yet  to  assess  its  effectiveness.  During  the  past  eighteen 
months  18  infants  have  contracted  whooping  cough  and  of  these  three  had 
received  protective  inoculation  but  in  two  cases  the  disease  started  shortly  after 
the  1st  injection  and  in  the  other  a few  days  following  the  3rd  injection. 

The  Local  Press  can  be  of  great  help  to  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  giving 
publicity  to  matters  which  he  considers  the  public  should  be  informed  about 
and  I would  like  to  acknowledge  the  valuable  assistance  1 have  received  in  the 
past  at  their  hands.  I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  informing  parents 
that,  although  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria  has  decreased  considerably  in 
this  country,  when  it  occurs  it  is  still  a serious  disease,  that  it  does  kill  children 
and  that  immunisation  protects,  but  that  it  is  too  late  to  start  protective  treat- 
ment once  the  infection  has  invaded  a household  or  school. 

The  procedure  adopted  is  for  three  injections  to  be  given  at  monthly 
intervals,  followed  by  a Schick  test  three  months  after  the  final  injection.  When 
the  child  reaches  the  age  of  five  years  a reinforcing  injection  of  A.P.T.  (diphtheria 
prophylactic)  is  given  in  order  to  boost  the  child’s  immunity  and  at  10-1 1 years 
he  is  Schick  tested  and  re:eives  a further  injection  if  the  immunity  is  shown  to 
have  waned.  In  practice  approximately  80  per  cent,  of  children  still  retain  their 
protection  at  this  age. 

1 am  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  willing  assistance  1 have  received  from  all 
members  of  the  team.  Dr.  H.  L.  Duke,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who 
does  all  the  Schick  testing  and  reading.  Miss  F.  M.  Dean,  Immunisation  Clerk, 
and  the  District  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors  who  visit  all  parents  who  have  not 
accepted  immunisation  and  endeavour  to  persuade  parents  to  have  their 
children  protected. 

1 have  to  report  with  great  regret  that  Miss  Dean,  who  has  been  connected 
with  the  Immunisation  Scheme  for  the  past  12  years,  resigned  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  It  was  due  in  no  small  part  to  her  efforts  that  the  percentage  of  immunised 
children  in  this  district  has  remained  so  high. 
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HEALTH  EDUCATION  FOR  SENIOR  SCHOOLCHILDREN 


In  my  last  year’s  Annual  Report  an  account  was  given  of  a successful 
venture  to  spread  a knowledge  of  health  matters  among  those  who  were  most 
eager  to  assimilate  knowledge — ^the  senior  schoolchildren. 

This  effort  has  been  continued  during  the  year,  and  fortnightly  visits  to 
schools  are  paid  by  me  during  one  term  when  half-an-hour’s  talk  is  given 
followed  by  questions  of  the  same  duration.  The  subjects  dealt  with  are : — 
history  of  public  health  in  this  country  ; infectious  diseases  ; housing  ; water 
supply  ; milk  ; food  values  ; diet  ; personal  hygiene  ; how  the  body  works  ; 
and  minor  ailments.  There  has  been  no  dearth  of  questions — in  fact,  question 
time  is  more  popular  than  the  talks  ! So  much  so  that  at  the  end  of  recent 
courses  I have  given  over  a whole  session  to  answering  questions, which  shows 
the  keen  interest  children  take  in  their  health  and  how  they  can  improve  it. 
‘ ‘ What  causes  warts  ? ” “ Can  one  have  tonsillitis  after  removal  of  tonsils  ? ’ ’ 
are  examples  of  the  types  of  questions  asked  by  the  children. 

The  headteachers  have  been  most  co-operative  in  arranging  suitable  times 
for  my  visits  and  I am  extremely  grateful  to  them  for  their  helpful  attitude  towards 
the  project. 


HOUSING 

A survey  of  houses  was  carried  out  in  this  district  in  1944-46  with  results 


as  follows  ; — 

Category  1.  Fit  in  all  respects  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,972 

Category  2.  Minor  defects..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  885 

Category  3.  Major  defects  but  repairable  at  reasonable  cost. . 1,457 

Category  5.  Unfit  and  not  repairable  at  reasonable  cost  . . 783 


5,097 


Since  that  time  action  has  been  taken  to  deal  with  a number  of  Category  5 
houses,  38  having  been  closed  or  demolished  and  134  improved  so  that  they  are 
now  in  a higher  category.  During  the  past  year  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  I have  inspected  practically  all  Category  5 houses  so  that  when  the  Housing 
(Repairs  and  Rents)  Act,  at  present  before  Parliament,  becomes  law  it  will  be 
possible  to  submit  details  of  the  Council’s  Slum  Clearance  plans  to  the  Minister 
without  any  delay. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  AGED 

In  March,  1952, 1 submitted  a report  to  the  Housing  Committee  on  the  need 
for  providing  different  accommodation  for  aged  people  from  that  usually  pro- 
vided in  the  way  of  a house,  bungalow  or  flat,  and  it  was  suggested  that  hostel 
provision  be  considered. 

A number  of  cases  of  old  people  living  alone  in  undesirable  conditions  had 
come  to  my  notice  and  it  was  noticeable  how  they  had  lost  interest  in  living 
and  how  they  tended  to  go  down-hill.  I felt  that  if  these  people  could  be  brought 
together  under  one  roof  and  given  a certain  amount  of  care  and  help  their  health 
would  improve  and  there  would  be  less  likelihood  of  them  having  to  be  sent 
to  one  of  the  County  Council  Homes  for  the  Aged,  or  to  hospital. 
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I interviewed  many  old  people  to  ascertain  what  they  wanted  and  the 
majority  said  they  would  like  to  have  a room  to  themselves  and  that  although 
they  would  be  content  to  have  the  mid-day  meal  provided  for  them  they  would 
much  prefer  to  get  their  other  meals  themselves.  The  Chairman  of  the  Council, 
the  Surveyor  and  I attended  a meeting  with  the  Regional  Housing  Officer  who 
made  it  clear  that  an  exchequer  subsidy  would  only  be  paid  in  the  case  of  a 
normal  hostel,  which  meant  that  all  meals  would  have  to  be  provided. 

The  Council  decided,  therefore,  to  provide  accommodation  in  bed-sitting 
rooms  without  the  aid  of  a subsidy  but  that  a number  of  self-contained  flats  be 
incorporated  in  the  building  and  that  the  subsidy  from  these  flats  be  spread 
over  the  building  as  a whole. 

Plans  were  prepared  and  passed  and  the  building  which  is  now  being  erected 
consists  of  two  stories  with  a totql  of  20  single  and  1 double  bed-sitting  rooms, 
4 self-contained  flats,  1 warden’s  flat,  one  common  or  club  room  with  bath- 
rooms, w.c.s,  &c.  Each  single  bed-sitting  room  is  approximately  120  sq.  ft. 
with  its  own  small  electric  cooker,  sink,  draining  board  and  larder.  Bathrooms 
are  provided  at  the  scale  of  one  to  six  occupants  and  w.c.s  at  one  to  five. 
Central  heating  is  being  provided  throughout  the  building  and  constant  hot 
water  is  available. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  weekly  charges  will  be  as  follows  : — 

Heating  and 


Rent 

Rates 

Hot  Water 

Total 

Caretaker’s  Flat 

16/- 

5/9 

7/6 

29/3 

Flats 

14/- 

3/10 

6/6 

24/4 

Double  Room  . . 

12/- 

2/- 

4/6 

18/6 

Single  Room  . . 

11/- 

2/- 

4/6 

17/6 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  scheme  will  meet  the  need  of  old  people,  and 
17/6  is  a small  amount  to  have  to  pay  for  the  facilities  provided.  It  is  very  much 
less  than  they  would  have  to  pay  for  a small  flat  or  bungalow  and  there  is  the 
added  advantage  that  they  can  have  company  in  the  Club  Room  and  that  the 
Warden  is  available,  should  an  emergency  occur. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

Details  of  the  water  supply  are  given  on  page  22  and  it  will  be  seen  that 
this  district  is  extremely  well  placed  in  the  provision  of  main  water  supply,  out 
of  7,686  houses  7,502  having  such  a supply — a percentage  of  97.  During  the 
year  main  extensions  were  carried  out  at  Keymer,  Hurstpierpoint  and  New- 
timber. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

One  hundred  and  sixty  three  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  retailers  and 
sent  to  the  Brighton  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  biological  examination.  Of 
these,  five  were  positive  for  tuberculosis  and  in  each  case  the  Divisional  Veterinary 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  was  notified  and  examination  of  the  herds 
concerned  carried  out  by  a Veterinary  Officer.  At  four  of  the  farms  the  oflFending 
cow  was  found  and  slaughtered  and  in  the  other  case  the  herd  had  been  sold 
between  the  time  of  taking  the  sample  and  the  receipt  of  the  report  from  the 
laboratory. 
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Although  the  offending  cow  was  dealt  with  in  each  case,  it  should  be  made 
quite  clear  that  this  method  is  not  a true  preventive  one,  as  the  particular  milk 
supply  may  easily  have  been  infected  for  weeks  or  even  months  before  the  sample 
was  taken  and  then  there  is  the  known  period  of  six  weeks  between  the  time  the 
sample  was  taken  and  the  time  the  report  is  received  in  this  office.  During  all 
this  time  infection  of  the  consumers  is  taking  place  with  the  possibility  that  one 
or  more  persons — and  children  are  the  most  likely — will  contract  tuberculosis 
in  one  form  or  another.  There  is,  of  course,  only  one  way  to  ensure  that  the 
public  does  not  consume  milk  infected  with  the  tubercle  bacillus  and  that  is  for 
all  of  it  to  be  either  pasteurised  or  tuberculin  tested. 

A survey  was  carried  out  in  1952  to  ascertain  the  percentage  of  the  types 
of  milk  being  consumed  in  this  district  and  it  was  found  that  18  % was  ordinary, 
34%  was  tuberculin  tested  and  48%  was  pasteurised.  A similar  survey  in  1936 
showed  that  96%  was  ordinary  and  4%  was  tuberculin  tested  showing  what  a 
great  change-over  there  has  been  since  then  in  the  consumption  of  safe  milk. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  reason  for  this  change  is  because  more  people 
are  aware  of  the  risk  of  drinking  raw  ordinary  milk — in  other  words  health 
education  is  showing  results. 

The  Ministry  of  Food  are  empowered  by  the  Milk  (Special  Designations) 
Act,  1950,  to  specify  areas  in  which  only  heat  treated  or  tuberculin  tested  milks 
are  allowed  to  be  sold  by  retail  and  at  the  present  time  approximately  60%  of 
the  population  of  England  and  Wales  is  covered  in  this  way.  The  areas  already 
specified  are  chiefly  urban  in  character  and  extensions  of  areas  are  to  be  made 
as  and  when  plant  for  heat  treatment  becomes  available.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
Ministry  will  see  its  way  to  schedule  this  district  as  a specified  area  in  the  near 
future. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  every  provided  school  in  the  district  has  a 
pasteurised  supply. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

Frequent  inspections  of  all  catering  establishments  and  food  shops  are 
carried  out.  The  general  standard  of  hygiene  has  improved  during  the  past  few 
years  and  it  is  unusual  to  come  across  any  serious  fault  in  the  method  of  handling 
food  or  in  the  cleanliness  of  the  premises.  During  the  year  a number  of  improve- 
ments were  carried  out  and  advice  given  to  the  management  and  staff  on 
personal  and  kitchen  hygiene  at  the  time  of  inspection. 

SANITARY  SUPERVISION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  on  page  22 
the  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  was  over  6,000  and  it  can  be  said  that 
every  effort  is  made  to  remedy  or  improve  environmental  conditions  prejudicial 
to  the  health  of  the  people  in  the  district. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  F.  G.  Jones,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his 
help  and  co-operation  and  for  the  particulars  supplied  for  this  Report,  and  to 
the  other  members  of  the  staff,  and  in  particular  to  Miss  Everson,  my  Secretary. 

I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the 
consideration,  support  and  assistance  I have  received  from  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

I have  the  honour  to  be.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  B.  STOTT, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . William  B.  Stott,  L.R.C.P.  & S.  (Edin.), 

D.P.H.  (Camb.) 

{Also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  Cuckfield  Urban  and  Burgess  Hill 

Urban  Districts) 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  H.  L.  Duke,  O.B.E.,  M.D.,  Sc.D.  (Camb.), 

D.T.M.  Hy. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  ..  F.  G.  Jones,  M.B.E.,  F.R.San.I.,  M.S. LA. 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and 

Other  Foods 

Deputy  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  R.  S.  Relf,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S. I. A. 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and 

Other  Foods 

District  Sanitary  Inspectors  ..  B.  P.  Darking,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S. I. A. 

Certified  Inspector  of  Meat  and 

Other  Foods 

C.  T.  S.  Young,  A.R.San.I. 

Clerks  to  the  M.O.H.  . . . . Miss  G.  L.  Everson 

Miss  G.  J.  Shuttlewood 

Clerk  to  the  S.S.I.  . . . . Miss  I.  Robbins 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Summary  of  Statistics  for  the  years  : 

1951  1952  1953 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  ..  ..  ..  74,360  74,360  68,011 

Population  estimated  to  middle  of  year  . . 29,280  29,350  26,880 

Rateable  Value  £225,251  £225,251  £202,409 

(at  1.4.52)  (at  1.4.53) 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  . . . . £925  £939  £843 

Density  of  Population  (persons  per  acre)  . . 0.39  0.39  0.40 

Number  of  Houses  ..  ..  ..  ..  8,735  9,132  7,686 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ..  ..  11.07  13.70  12.72 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  ..  ..  12.53  11.82  12.13 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  . . . . . . 37.04  22.39  26.32 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  CUCKFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

Males 

1 

Females 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  .. 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis  . . 

8. 

Measles 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

4 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

8 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast . . 

6 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

12 

16 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

2 

16. 

Diabetes 

2 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. . 

13 

..  33 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

19 

. . 22 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  . . 

..  29 

. . 52 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

8 

5 

22. 

Influenza 

2 

8 

23. 

Pneumonia 

3 

6 

24. 

Bronchitis 

6 

6 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . . 

4 

2 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . . 

2 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

2 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  . . 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

. . 13 

9 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

1 

34. 

All  other  accidents  . . 

5 

3 

35. 

Suicide.. 

2 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  . . 

Totals 

. . 136 

..  190 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and 
Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  Year  1953.  Provisional  figures 
based  on  Quarterly  Returns. 


England 
and  Wales 

160  C.B.s 
and  Great 
Towns 
(including 
London) 

160  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Pop.  25,000 
to  50,000  at 
1951  Census) 

London 

Administra- 

tive 

County 

Cuckfield 

Rural 

Rc 

Jtes  per  1,000  Home  Population 

Births  : Live 

15.5 

17.0 

15.7 

17.5 

J VA.il 

\14.50* 

Still  . . 

Deaths  : All  Causes  . . 

/ 0.35 

0.43 

0.34 

0.38 

0.30 

\ 22.4(0) 

24.8(a) 

12.2 

21.4(a) 

11.3 

21.0(a) 

12.5 

22.86(a) 

/12.13 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

1 1 .4 

\ 9.58* 

typhoid 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Tuberculosis  . . 

0.20 

0.24 

0.19 

0.24 

0.04 

Influenza 

0.16 

0.15 

0.17 

0.15 

0.37 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

Acute  poliomyelitis 
(including  polio- 

encephalitis) 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

Pneumonia 

0.55 

0.59 

0.52 

0.64 

0.33 

Notifications 

(Corrected) 

Typhoid  fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

— 

Paratyphoid  fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

Meningococcal  infec- 

tion  . . 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

0.03 

— 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

1.39 

1.50 

1.44 

1.02 

0.93 

Whooping  cough 

3.58 

3.72 

3.38 

3.30 

3.61 

Diphtheria 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

— 

Erysipelas 

0.14 

0.14 

0.13 

0.12 

0.11 

Smallpox 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Measles 

12.36 

11.27 

12.32 

8.09 

20.61 

Pneumonia 

0.84 

0.92 

0.76 

0.73 

0.41 

Acute  poliomyelitis 
(including  polio- 
encephalitis) 

0.04 

Paralytic  . . 

0.07 

0.06 

0.06 

0.07 

Non-paralytic  . . 

0.04 

0.03 

0.04 

0.03 

i 0.07 

Food  poisoning 

0.24 

0.25 

0.24 

i 0.38 

0.26 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

Deaths 

18.23(a] 

24.33(a) 
Rates  p 

12.46(a)!  28.61(a) 
er  1,000  Live  Births 

j 2.86(a) 

All  causes  under  1 

year  of  age  . . 

26.8(6) 

30.8 

24.3 

24.8 

26.32 

Enteritis  and  diar- 
rhoea under  2 years 

of  age 

1 1.1 

1.3 

0.9 

1.1 

— 

* Corrected  death  rate  ; corrected  birth  rate 
(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 
(h)  Per  1,000  related  live  births 
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Puerperal 

Sepsis 

Others 

Total 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rates  for  England 
and  Wales  are  as  follows  : Per  1,000  Total 
Births 

0.10 

0.18 

0.28 

The  Maternal  Mortality,  Rates  for  the  Cuck- 
field  Rural  District  are  as  follows. . 

Nil 

2.86 

2.86 

BIRTHS 

AND 

DEATHS 

Births  and  Birth  Rate 

The  following  table  shows  the  Births 

registered  for 

the  year  1953 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

178 

150 

328 

Illegitimate  . . 

10 

4 

14 

Totals 

188 

154 

342 

This  gives  a rate  of  12.72  per  1,000 

population. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  Stillbirths 

6 

2 

8 

Legitimate 

6 

2 

8 

Illegitimate 

- 

Deaths  and  Death  Rate 

The  following  table  shows  the  Deaths  registered  for  the  year  1953  : — 
Male  Female  Total 

136  190  326 

This  gives  a mortality  rate  of  12.13  per  1,000  population. 

The  corrected  death  rate  is  9.58. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 
Laboratory  Facilities 

All  milk  and  water  samples,  infectious  disease  and  food  poisoning  specimens 
are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Brighton.  Medical  practitioners  send 
the  specimens  direct  to  the  Laboratory,  and  they  receive  the  report  by  telephone, 
a copy  of  such  report  being  sent  to  this  office. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  J.  E.  Jameson,  Medical  Director,  for  his  informa- 
tive reports  and  helpful  advice  on  many  occasions. 

Ambulance  Facilities 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  are  now  removed  by  one  of  the  two  British  Red 
Cross  Society’s  ambulances  stationed  at  Lavender’s  Garage,  Sussex  Road,  Hay- 
wards Heath. 

Hospital  Accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases 

Twenty-six  beds  are  available  at  the  Mid-Sussex  Isolation  Hospital  for  the 
treatment  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  twelve  of  these  beds  are  in  a cubicle 
block  and  the  other  fourteen  in  a block  consisting  of  two  main  wards  and  side 
wards. 

A table  on  page  21  gives  particulars  of  admissions  during  the  year. 

Smallpox 

The  South-East  Metropolitan  Regional  Hospital  Board  state  that  cases  of 
smallpox  occurring  in  this  district  should  be  sent  to  the  River  Hospitals  (Long 
Reach),  Dartford,  Kent. 


11 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT 


Infant  Welfare  Centres  : 
Ardingly 

Balcombe 

Bolney 

Crawley  Down 

Horsted  Keynes 
(Weighing  Centre 
only) 

Hurstpierpoint 

Albourne 

(Weighing  Centre 
only) 

Keymer 
Poynings 
Slaugham  . . 

Warninglid  . . 

(Weighing  Centre 
only) 

West  Hoathly 
Cuckfield  . . 

Lindfield 


Hapstead  Hall . . 

Parish  Room  . . 
Rawson  Institute 
Village  Hall 

Congregational  Church 
Hall 

Parish  Hall 

Truslers  Hall  . . 

Village  Hall 
Village  Hall 

Village  Hall,  Handcross 
The  Seaforth  Hall 

Village  Hall 

Congregational  Church 
Hall 

The  Tiger 


CENTRES 

1st  and  3rd  Thursday 
Dr.  on  3rd  Thursday 
3rd  Wednesday 
Dr.  each  session 
4th  Tuesday 
Dr.  each  session 
2nd  and  4th  Tuesday 
Dr.  on  2nd  Tuesday 
3rd  Friday 

3rd  Tuesday 
Dr.  each  session 

2ncl  Wednesday 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 
Dr.  on  1st  Tuesday 

Last  Wednesday 
Dr.  each  session 

3rd  Monday 
Dr.  each  session 

2nd  Tuesday 

1st  and  3rd  Tuesday 
Dr.  on  1st  Tuesday 

2nd  Friday 
Dr.  each  session 

1st  Monday 
Dr.  each  session 
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Clinics  : 


Tuberculosis 

Orthopaedic 

Speech  Therapy 

Child  Guidance 

Minor  Ailments 

Dental 

School  Clinic 

Family  Planning 

Sub-Fertility 

Venereal  Diseases  . . 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Mill  Road, 

Burgess  Hill 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 
E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 

Mill  Road, 

Burgess  Hill 
East  Grinstead  : 

Moat  Road 
Lewes  : 

Castlegate  House, 

Hove  : 

33  Clarendon  Villas 
E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 

E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 
E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 

Haywards  Heath 


Every  Thursday  except  2nd 
Thursday 

Tuesday  9 a. m. -12. 30  p.m. 

Friday  9 a.m.-12.30  p.m. 

Dr.  usually  attends  4th 
Wednesday  at  10.30  a.m. 
(by  appointment) 

Wednesday  9 a.m. 

Friday  9 a.m. 

(by  appointment) 

Wednesday  2 p.m. 

(by  appointment) 

Every  Friday  10  a.m. 

(by  appointment) 

Every  Wednesday  10  a.m. 
(by  appointment) 

Tuesday  10  a.m. 

Thursday  2 p.m. 

Tuesdays  and  Fridays 
9-10  a.m. 

By  appointment 


Dr.  Fitzgerald 
(by  appointment) 

2nd  and  4th  Wednesday 
2 p.m. 

Dr.  each  session 
(by  appointment) 

1st  Wednesday  2 p.m. 

Dr.  each  session 
(by  appointment) 


E.S.C.C.  Clinic, 
Oaklands, 
Haywards  Heath 


Facilities  available  at  Royal  Sussex  County  Hospital, 
Brighton 

Men . . . . . . Monday  . . 4.30  p.m. 

Wednesday  . . 9.30  a.m. 

Thursday  ..  1.30  p.m. 

Women  and  Children  Tuesday  1.30  p.m. 

Thursday  . . 10.0  a.m. 

Saturday  . . 9.30  a.m. 

New  cases  must  attend  at  least  one  hour  before  the 

Clinic  closes 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  IN  AGE  GROUPS 
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Scarlet  Fever  . . 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Dysentery 

Food  Poisoning 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

Totals 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  PARISHES 
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Cuckfield  Rural 

Horsled  Keynes 

Hurstpierpoint 

Keymer 

Lindfield  Rural 

Newtimber 

Poynings 

Pyecombe 

Slaugham 

Twineham 

West  Hoathly 

Worth 

Totals 
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TUBERCULOSIS— NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY,  1953 
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COMPARATIVE  TUBERCULOSIS  STATISTICS,  1943-1953 
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CUCKFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Death  Rate  for  Tuberculosis  for  past  ten  years 


Year 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate 

1943 

0.68 

1944 

0.34 

1945 

0.47 

1946 

0.26 

1947 

0.33 

1948 

0.46 

1949 

0.24 

1950 

0.07 

1951 

0.14 

1952 

0.14 

1953 

0.04 

TABLE  SHOWING  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEARS  1939-1953 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
0-15  Years  of  Age 


Number  on  roll  . . . . . . . . . . 4,952 

Number  immunised  . . . . . . . . 4,654 

Percentage  . . . . . . . . 94 

0-5  Years  of  Age 

Number  on  roll  . . . . . . . . . . 1,496 

Number  immunised  . . . . . . . . 1,274 

Percentage  . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 


The  table  below  shows  the  immunisation  figures  for  every  school  in  the 
district : — 


On  Roll 

Immunised 

Percentage 

SCHOOLS  : Primary  and 

County  Secondary — 

Bolney 

60 

60 

100 

Scaynes  Hill 

37 

37 

100 

Slaugham-Warninglid  . . 

64 

64 

100 

Twineham 

28 

28 

100 

Copthorne 

123 

122 

99 

Turners  Hill 

79 

78 

99 

Albourne  . . 

44 

43 

98 

Balcombe  . . 

137 

135 

98 

Handcross 

128 

125 

98 

Hassocks  . . 

251 

246 

98 

West  Hoathly 

134 

131 

98 

Ardingly  . . 

91 

88 

97 

Crawley  Down  . . 

119 

116 

97 

Horsted  Keynes  . . 

86 

83 

97 

Hurstpierpoint  County  Secondary 

156 

152 

97 

Hurstpierpoint  Primary 

268 

260 

97 

Pyecombe 

32 

31 

97 

Staplefield 

47 

45 

96 

Sayers  Common 

47 

44 

94 

Poynings  . . 

52 

47 

90 

1,983 

1,935 

98 

NOT  YET  AT  SCHOOL,  or  at 

school  outside  our  area 

444 

434 

98 

SCHOOLS,  Private 

1,038 

1,011 

97 

3,465 

3,380 

98 

During  the  year  : — 319  children  were  immunised 

909  children  were  Schick  tested 
205  children  had  a reinforcing  injection 
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THE  MID-SUSSEX  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


I am  indebted  to  the  Matron,  Miss  J.  M.  Reid,  for  the  following  particulars 
of  cases  admitted  during  the  year  ; — 


Disease 

Cuckfield  Rural 
District 

Cuckfield  Urban 
District 

Burgess  Hill 

Urban  District 

East  Grinstead 

Urban  District 

Uckfield  Rural 

District 

Other  Districts 

Total 

Poliomyelitis 

1 





1 

1 

3 

Observation  Poliomyelitis 

- 

1 

_ 

— 

2 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

_ 

__ 

1 

6 

1 

19 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Chickenpox 

2 

_ 

_ 

2 

Measles  . . 

5 

2 

1 

6 

2 

4 

20 

Measles  and  Pneumonia 

3 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Measles  and  Bronchitis 

— 

_ 

_ 

2 

2 

Measles  and  Meningo-enceph- 
alitis  . . 

1 

1 

Rubella  . . 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

3 

WhoopingCoughand  Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Observation  Whooping  Cough 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dysentery 

— 

_ 

_ 

— 

2 

2 

Chickenpox 

— 

_ 

_ 

5 

5 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

1 

1 

_ 

4 

Mumps  . . 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

5 

5 

Observation  Mumps 

_ 

_ 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

Tonsillitis 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

2 

Quinsey  . . 

1 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

Broncho  - pneumonia.  Contact 
Measles 

1 

1 

Pneumococcal  Infection  of 
Throat  with  Meningism 

1 

1 

Influenza 

_ 

1 

_ 

__ 

_ 

1 

Lead  Poisoning 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary) 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

23 

26 

Totals  . . 

31 

8 

4 

9 

13 

48 

113 

The  Cubicle  Block  allowed  twenty-three  different  diseases,  observation 
cases  or  diseases  with  complications  to  be  dealt  with. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


Mr.  F.  G.  Jones,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector,  has  furnished  the  following 
report  on  the  sanitary  supervision  of  the  district : — 


WATER  SUPPLY 
{a)  Public  Supplies 

The  District  is  extremely  well  supplied  with  piped  water  from  the  public 
mains  and  private  sources.  Out  of  a total  of  7,686  houses,  7,502  have  a piped 
supply  into  the  houses,  practically  all  of  which  is  supplied  from  the  public 
mains.  This  gives  a percentage  of  97.6.  A further  19  houses  have  a main 
supply  from  standpipes. 

The  reduction  in  the  number  of  dwellings  in  the  Parish  of  Worth  is  due 
to  the  transfer  of  part  of  this  area  to  Horsham  R.D.C. 

Main  extensions  were  carried  out  at  Keymer,  Hurstpierpoint  and  New- 
timber. 

The  following  table  shows  the  position  with  regard  to  the  number  of 
houses  with  a piped  supply  in  each  parish  : — 


Parish 

No.  of 
Houses 

Houses  with  piped 
Supply 

Standpipes 

No. 

Population 

No. 

Population 

Albourne 

163 

157 

511 





Ardingly 

369 

365 

1,186 

— 

— 

Balcombe 

435 

431 

1,400 

— 

— 

Bolney 

324 

312 

1,014 

— ■ 

— 

Clayton 

258 

356 

1,157 

— ■ 

— 

Cuckfield  Rural 

538 

532 

1,729 

— 

— 

Fulking 

87 

57 

185 

3 

10 

Horsted  Keynes 

360 

312 

1,014 

— 

— 

Hurstpierpoint . 

1,241 

1,193 

3,877 

— 

— 

Keymer 

1,010 

1,005 

3,266 

— 

— 

Lindfield  Rural 

387 

383 

1,245 

— 

— 

Newtimber 

44 

38 

123 

— 

— 

Poynings 

104 

90 

293 

10 

35 

Pyecombe 

78 

70 

227 

6 

19 

Slaugham 

493 

481 

1,563 

— 

— 

Twineham 

89 

85 

276 

— 

— 

West  Hoathly  . 

502 

485 

1,576 

— 

— 

Worth 

1,204 

1,150 

3,737 

— 

— 

Totals 

7,686 

7,502 

24,379 

19 

64 

During  the  year  samples  were  taken  from  each  of  the  public  supplies 
for  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis.  All  were  satisfactory. 
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Supply 

Bacteriological 

Chemical 

Fulking  Village  Supply  . . 

3 

- 

Pyecombe  . . 

2 

1 

Worth  Park  Supply 

8 

1 

Mid-Sussex  Joint  Water  Board’s  Supply 

2 

2 

Burgess  Hill  Water  Company’s  Supply 

5 

2 

Worth  and  West  Hoathly  Supply 

5 

1 

(i)  All  public  supplies  are  sampled  monthly  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  all  were  reported  on  as  being  satisfactory. 

(ii)  The  Boards  or  Companies  responsible  for  the  pipe  supply  carried 
out  monthly  bacteriological  examination  on  the  raw  water  and  all  were 
reported  as  being  satisfactory.  All  waters  are  chlorinated  after  filtration. 
Samples  of  all  public  supplies  were  taken  for  chemical  analysis  and  all 
were  satisfactory. 

(iii)  None  of  the  supplies  is  liable  to  plumbo-solvent  action. 

(iv)  There  was  no  evidence  that  any  of  the  supplies  were  contaminated. 

The  table  on  page  22  gives  separate  information  in  respect  of  each  parish 
in  the  District. 

(b)  Private  Supplies 

During  the  year  74  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  4 for  chemical  analysis.  The  samples  taken  refer  to  130  dwellings,  many 
of  which  were  sampled  on  several  occasions  ; this  is  particularly  referred  to 
two  estate  supplies  to  45  dwellings.  During  the  year  38  dwellings  were 
found  to  have  unfit  supplies,  in  addition  to  the  27  outstanding  from  the 
previous  year. 

Arising  from  notices  served  on  the  owners,  the  following  works  were 


completed  : — 

No.  of  dwellings  connected  to  the  main  . . . . 11 

No.  of  dwellings  works  completed  and  fit  upon  analysis  . . 38 

No.  of  dwellings  works  in  hand  but  not  completed  . . 3 

No.  of  dwellings  with  unfit  supplies  outstanding  at  end  of  year.  13 


The  following  are  the  estate  supplies  sampled  : — 


Estate 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

Fit 

Unfit 

Newtimber 

21 

21 



Paddockhurst 

16 

16 

— 

Hole’s  Supply,  Albourne 

24 

24 

— 

Poynings  Grange 

9 

9 

— 

Fen  Place  Camping  Site,  Turners  Hill 

20 

20 

— 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Total  No.  of  Inspections  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 


and  Licensing  of  Work  . . . . . . 2,000 

Infectious  Disease  — No.  of  Inspections  . . ..  ..  151 

Factories  — No.  of  Inspections  . . . . . . 130 

Water  Supplies  — No.  of  Inspections  . . . . . . 233 

Rats  and  Mice  — No.  of  Visits  ..  ..  ..  1,927 

Scaynes  Hill  Drainage  — No.  of  Visits  . . . . . . 18 

Horsted  Keynes  Drainage — No.  of  Visits  . . . . . . 256 

Handcross  Drainage  — No.  of  Visits  ..  ..  ..  16 

Drainage  (General)  — No.  of  Visits  . . . . . . 574 

Moveable  Dwellings  — No.  of  Inspections  . . . . . . 57 

Shops  Act  — No.  of  Inspections  . . . . . . 21 

Flies  and  Vermin  — No.  of  Visits  . . . . . . 29 

Inns  — No.  of  Inspections  . . . . . . 61 

Swimming  Pools  — No.  of  Visits  . . . . . . 14 

Milk  Supply  — No.  of  Visits  . . . . 260 

No.  of  Visits  to  Butchers’  Shops  and  Slaughterhouses  . . 248 

,,  Food  Shops  . . . . 121 

,,  Catering  Establishments  . . . . . . 102 

,,  Ice-Cream  Premises  . . . . . . . . 32 

,,  Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . 40 


Total  . . . . 6,290 


MILK  SUPPLY 

29  purveyors  retail  milk  in  the  area  (including  outside  retail  purveyors). 

All  the  Schools  are  now  supplied  with  Pasteurised  Milk. 

There  is  a tendency  for  the  retailers  to  purchase  milk  in  bottles  and  thus 
obviate  the  necessity  of  bottle  washing  on  their  premises. 

31  samples  of  bottles  (each  of  a batch  of  3)  were  taken  from  retail  purveyors 
during  the  year  to  check  whether  or  not,  in  the  case  of  unsatisfactory  milk 
samples,  the  bottles  were  at  fault.  If  it  was  proved  to  be  the  milk,  reports 
were  forwarded  to  the  Milk  Production  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries. 

The  samples  of  bottles  were  reported  on  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  satisfactory  samples  . . . . . . 29 

,,  unsatisfactory  samples  . . . . . . 2 

During  the  year  the  following  milk  sampling  was  carried  out : — 

(a)  Ungraded  Milks 

75  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  of  which  10  were 
unsatisfactory  ; these  samples,  which  came  from  7 different  farms,  failed  the 
Methylene  Blue  test.  Subsequent  samples  taken  were  satisfactory,  although 
in  one  case,  later  samples  again  failing  to  satisfy  the  test,  the  matter  was  referred 
to  the  County  Milk  Production  Officer  for  attention. 
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(b)  Graded  Milks 

(i)  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

No.  of  samples  taken  . . . . 203 

No.  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  . . 23 

Of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  8 were  farm  bottled  and  5 were  samples 
from  dairies  situated  outside  the  district.  The  remaining  unsatisfactory 
samples  were  reported  to  the  Milk  Production  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 


Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

(ii)  Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  Milk 

No.  of  samples  taken  . . . . . . . . 51 

No.  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  . . Nil 

(iii)  Pasteurised  Milk 

No.  of  samples  taken  . . . . . . . . 28 

No.  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  . . 2 


Reports  on  the  unsatisfactory  samples  were  forwarded  to  the  Authority 
in  which  the  pasteurising  plants  were  situated. 

(iv)  Sterilised  Milk 

2 samples  were  taken  both  of  which  were  satisfactory 

(v)  Accredited  Milk 

2 samples  were  taken,  one  of  which  was  unsatisfactory 

School  Milks 

The  supplies  to  schools  were  sampled  at  the  retailers  and  in  all  cases 
were  satisfactory. 


Milk  Supplies  to  Schools 


Name  of  School 

Type  of  Supply 

Pyecombe 

Pasteurised 

Poynings 

Pasteurised 

Albourne 

Pasteurised 

Twineham 

Pasteurised 

Bolney  . . 

Pasteurised 

Sayers  Common 

Pasteurised 

Hurstpierpoint 

Pasteurised 

Hassocks 

Pasteurised 

Warninglid 

Pasteurised 

Handcross 

Pasteurised 

Staplefield 

Pasteurised 

Balcombe 

Pasteurised 

Scaynes  Hill  . . 

Pasteurised 

Ardingly 

Pasteurised 

Horsted  Keynes 

Pasteurised 

West  Hoathly  . . 

Pasteurised 

Turners  Hill 

Pasteurised 

Crawley  Down 

Pasteurised 

Copthorne 

Pasteurised 

Pound  Hill 

Pasteurised 

Three  Bridges  . . 

Pasteurised 
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Biological  Sampling 

All  milk  retailed  in  the  district  (with  the  exception  of  heat  treated  milk) 
was  examined  for  the  presence  of  tuberculosis.  In  all  163  samples  were  taken, 
of  which  5 were  found  to  be  positive.  These  were  reported  to  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 

Water  Supplies  to  Dairy  Farms 

The  supplies  to  12  dairy  farms  were  sampled,  resulting  in  1 being  found 
unsatisfactory.  At  the  end  of  the  year  works  were  in  progress  to  remedy 
the  condition. 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  Orders 

Licences  granted  by  the  Cuckfield  Rural  District  Council : — 


Retailers 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  (Supplementary)  1 
Turerculin  Tested  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

,,  (Supplementary)  ..  ..  11 

Pasteurised  . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

,,  (Supplementary)  ..  ..  13 

Accredited  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

„ (Supplementary)  . . . . 1 

Sterilised  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

,,  (Supplementary)  . . . . 3 


The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  bacteriological  and  biological 
samples  taken  from  1941-1952. 


Bacteriological  samples 


Year 

No.  taken 

Failing  to 
pass 

prescribed 

test 

Approx. 

Percentage 

1953 

397 

36 

9.0 

1952 

545 

50 

9.1 

1951 

426 

31 

7.3 

1950 

449 

79 

17.6 

1949 

423 

40 

9.4 

1948 

292 

32 

10.9 

1947 

179 

9 

5.1 

1946 

177 

19 

10.7 

1945 

263 

24 

9.0 

1944 

262 

40 

15.4 

1943 

243 

25 

10.0 

1942 

94 

12 

12.5 

1941 

88 

16 

18.0 

Total 

3,838 

413 

10.7 
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Biological  Samples 


Year 

No.  taken 

Positive 

1953 

163 

5 

1952 

115 

2 

1951 

62 

1 

1950 

15 

1 

1949 

46 

- 

1948 

56 

2 

1947 

185 

1 

1946 

169 

6 

1945 

233 

2 

1944 

208 

3 

1943 

117 

4 

1942 

49 

4 

1941 

3 

- 

Total 

1,422 

31 

It  will  be  seen  that  out  of  1,422  samples,  31  or  approximately  2 per  cent, 
were  found  to  be  positive. 

ICE-CREAM 

There  are  no  manufacturers  of  Ice  Cream  in  the  area  ; of  the  95  vendors 
the  majority  retail  wrapped  ice  cream,  and  store  their  products  in  conservators. 
During  the  year  9 samples  were  taken,  all  of  which  were  satisfactory. 


INSPECTION  OF  FOOD 

Throughout  the  year  assistance  has  been  given  in  the  inspection  of 
meat  at  the  Government  Slaughterhouse. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933 

No.  of  licences  to  Slaughter  Animals  renewed  . . . . . . 5 


Food  Inspection 

During  the  year  the  following  foods  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : — 


Home  Killed  Beef 
Home  Killed  Mutton 
Home  Killed  Pork 
Imported  Beef 
Imported  Pork  . . 
Imported  Liver  . . 
Bacon 

Corned  Beef 
Tinned  Fish 
Canned  Fruit 
Dried  Fruit 
Mincemeat 


704ilbs. 
38|lbs. 
1141bs. 
86ilbs. 
121bs. 
601bs. 
14lbs. 
28ilbs. 
2ilbs. 
2121bs. 
301bs. 
18  tons 
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BAKEHOUSES 


During  the  year  detailed  inspections  have  been  made  of  the  sixteen  bake- 
houses in  the  area.  They  vary  considerably  in  age  and,  in  consequence, 
relative  ease  of  cleansing,  but  in  this  respect  all  were  found  to  be  in  a reason- 
ably clean  condition.  It  was,  however,  noticed  that  in  many  bakehouses 
there  was  a tendency  to  store  therein  miscellaneous  articles  other  than  those 
normally  required  ; this,  however,  amounted  more  to  untidiness  than  a low 
standard  of  cleanliness. 

A difficulty  met  with  in  many  instances  is  the  almost  unavoidable  creation 
of  dust  when  stoking  and  cleansing  the  fireboxes  ; in  all  but  three  instances 
the  ovens  are  of  the  side  fired  type  with  the  boxes  situated  within  the  bake- 
house itself.  The  three  exceptions,  of  immediate  pre-war  or  post-war  design, 
are  fired  from  the  rear  and  therefore  in  these  cases  the  dust  problem  does 
not  arise. 

The  mechanism  of  machine  mixers  which  comes  in  contact  with  foodstuffs 
was  found  to  be  kept  in  a very  clean  condition. 

All  bakehouses  and  stores  were  found  to  be  remarkably  clear  of  rats, 
mice  and  flies,  the  latter  being  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  fact  that  most 
bakers  use  D.D.T.  sprays,  etc. 

All  bakehouses  are  supplied  with  hot  and  cold  water  for  hand  washing 
but  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  soap  and  washing  powders  are  not  normally 
kept  in  the  bakehouses  because  of  the  risk  of  tainting  the  flour. 


It  was  found  necessary  to  serve  the  following  notices  : — 

To  cleanse  walls  of  bakehouse  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

To  cleanse  walls  and  floor  of  bakehouse  . . . . . . . . 3 

To  cleanse  sanitary  accommodation  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

To  repair  floor  of  bakehouse  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

To  repair  ceiling  and  roof  of  bakehouse  . . . . . . . . 2 

To  repair  walls  of  bakehouse  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

To  replace  defective  sink  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

To  increase  ventilation  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

During  the  year  the  following  improvements  have  been  completed  : — 

Walls  of  Bakehouse  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Floors  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Sanitary  accommodation  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Floors  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Floor  of  flour  store  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Dangerous  stairs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

W.C.  cistern  renewed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Additional  ventilation  provided  . . ....  . . . . 1 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 
Catering  Establishments 

102  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  catering  establishments,  and 
again  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  point  out  and  stress  the  importance  of 
kitchen  and  personal  hygiene.  In  this  district  the  establishments  are  small 
and  scattered  and  it  is  not  practicable  to  run  set  lectures. 


Efforts  are  made  to  convince  proprietors  of  the  value  of  refrigeration 
and  during  the  year  a further  two  were  provided. 

Resulting  from  the  inspections  the  following  works  of  improvement  were 
carried  out : — 

Sanitary  accommodation  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Hand  washing  facilities  provided  . . . . . . 5 

Washing  facilities  improved,  including  use  of  detergents  and 
provision  of  sinks  . . . . . . 2 

Kitchen  and  food  store  cleansed  and  decorated  . . . . 3 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved  to  kitchen  . . . . . . 1 

No.  of  refrigerators  provided  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 


Section  15,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  (Byelaws) 

Food  Shops 

With  the  transfer  of  part  of  the  parish  of  Worth  the  total  number  of 
premises  has  been  reduced  from  127  to  107,  the  classification  is  as  follows  : — 

No.  of  Grocers  and  General  Stores  . . . . . . . . . . 64 

,,  Wet  Fish  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

,,  Butchers’  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

,,  Confectioners  and  Sweets  . . . . . . . . . . 22 

,,  Greengrocers  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

,,  Fried  Fish  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 

107 

General 

As  a result  of  written  and  verbal  notices,  the  following  improvements 
have  been  made  ; — 

No.  of  shops — displayed  foods  on  counter  protected  . . . . 5 

,,  — new  food  storage  provided  . . . . . . 1 

„ — existing  food  storage  facilities  re-arranged  . . 3 

,,  — existing  food  storage  facilities  cleansed  and 

decorated  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

,,  — redecorated  . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

,,  — storage  bins  provided  in  shop  for  waste  . . . . 2 

„ — washing  facilities  (basin,  hot  and  cold  water) 

provided  . . . . . . . . 1 

„ — constant  hot  water  provided  . . . . . . 2 

,,  — new  sausage  rooms  formed  . . . . . . 1 

„ — floors  repaired  or  renewed  . . . . 2 

„ — sanitary  accommodation  disconnected  from  food 

storage  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

,,  — closet  accommodation  repaired  and  renovated  . . 2 

‘ „ — provided  with  D.D.T.  dispensers  (Flies)  . . . . 2 

„ — provided  with  refrigerated  counters  . . . . 1 

„ — soap,  towels  and  nail  brushes  provided  . . . . 1 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936 
Inns 

During  the  year  61  inspections  were  made  as  a result  of  which  the  following 


improvements  were  made  : — 

No.  of  Inns  additional  sanitary  accommodation  provided  . . 2 

,,  additional  urinal  accommodation  . . . . . . 1 

,,  improved  screening  provided  . . . . . . . . 1 

,,  connected  to  public  sewer  . . . . . . . . 1 

I ,,  water  supply  improved  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 


Works  of  redrainage  and  connection  to  the  sewers  was  continued  at 
Scaynes  Hill  and  Horsted  Keynes.  The  following  is  a summary  of  the  position 
at  the  end  of  the  year  (figures  in  parentheses  being  the  numbers  for  1953). 
Scaynes  Hill 


No.  of  properties  capable  of  being  connected  to  the  sewer 

122 

,,  properties  connected  to  the  sewer  . . 

95 

(10) 

,,  properties  completely  re-drained 

22 

(1) 

,,  properties — drainage  modified 

49 

(9) 

,,  pail  or  chemical  closets  converted  to  water  closets 

25 

(3) 

,,  new  closet  structures  . . 

7 

(-) 

,,  closet  structures  modified 

16 

(1) 

,,  properties  provided  with  baths 

1 

(-) 

Horsted  Keynes 

No.  of  properties  capable  of  being  connected  to  the  sewer 

212 

,,  dwellings  connected  to  the  sewer 

134 

(80) 

,,  other  properties 

2 

(2) 

,,  dwellings  completely  re-drained 

52 

(31) 

,,  dwellings — drainage  modified 

82 

(49) 

,,  pail  or  chemical  closets  converted  to  water  closets 

47 

(30) 

,,  closets  provided  with  flushing 

1 

(-) 

,,  dwellings  provided  with  baths 

13 

(9) 
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As  a result  of  the  works  which  were  carried  out  at  Horsted  Keynes  thirty- 


four  drainage  nuisances,  which  had  been  outstanding  for  a considerable  time, 
were  abated. 

HOUSING  SURVEY 

During  the  year  11  dwellings  which  were  originally  in  category  “ 5 ” of 
the  Housing  Survey  (unfit  for  human  habitation  and  cannot  be  made  fit  at 
a reasonable  cost)  were  transferred  to  a higher  category  on  completion  of 
works  as  follows : — 


Original 

Category 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

New  Category 

3 

2 

1 

5 

11 

3 

1 

7 

3 

10 

- 

10 

- 

2 

2 

- 

- 

2 
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In  addition  to  the  above,  works  were  carried  out  at  105  dwellings,  but 
these  works  were  not  sufficient  to  transfer  them  to  a higher  category.  Since 
the  completion  of  the  survey  in  1946  the  following  alterations  in  categories 
have  been  made  : — 


Original 

Category 

No.  of 
Dwellings 

New  Category 

3 

2 

1 

5 

145 

66 

19 

60 

3 

100 

— 

76 

24 

2 

11 

— 

— 

11 

In  addition  to  the  above,  action  was  taken  during  the  year  under  Section 
11  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  as  follows: — 

No.  of  houses  — Undertakings  accepted  . . . . . . . . 1 

„ — Undertakings  cancelled  on  completion  of  the 

necessary  works  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

,,  — Demolished  in  anticipation  of  formal  action  . . 2 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  works  of  repair  and  improvement 
carried  out : — 


(i)  Drainage  and  Closet  Accommodation 
No.  of  properties  connected  to  sewer 

„ re-drained  or  improved  . . 

,,  where  septic  tank  and  filter  installed  . . 

,,  where  disposal  plants  improved 

,,  cesspools  constructed 

,,  where  drainage  systems  were  unblocked 

,,  where  manholes  were  provided  to  drains 

,,  conversions  from  earth  or  chemical  closets  to 

water  closets 

,,  new  closet  structures  built  or  converted 

,,  new  W.C.  pans  provided 

,,  where  flushing  apparatus  provided 

„ new  sinks  provided 

,,  trapped  waste  pipes  provided  . . 

,,  new  draining  boards  provided  . . 

(ii)  Housing 

{a)  Dampness 

No.  of  houses — horizontal  damp  proof  course  provided 
,,  — vertical  damp  proof  course  provided 

,,  — internal  cavity  wall  formed 

,,  — waterproof  cement  rendering  (internal)  . . 

,,  — cement  rendered  and  tile  hung  . . 

„ — walls  repaired  or  re-pointed 

„ — site  concrete  laid 

,,  — dry  area  formed 

,,  — roof  repaired  or  renewed  . . 

,,  — chimneys  repaired  or  re-built 

,,  — rainwater  collection  and  disposal  improved 

„ -sub-floor  ventilation  provided  or  improved 


89 

150 

20 

11 

10 

24 

30 

58 

13 

67 

15 

52 

32 

38 


13 

4 

18 

18 

10 

34 

11 

3 

40 

40 

45 

12 
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(b)  General 

No.  of  new  boarded  floors  provided  or  floors  repaired  . . . . 62 

,,  solid  floors  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 90 

,,  foodstores  provided  and  lighting  and  ventilation  provided 

to  existing  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 

,,  houses — ^heights  of  rooms  increased  . . . . . . 14 

,,  houses — repairs  to  walls  and  ceiling  . . . . . . 36 

,,  new  windows  and  existing  repaired  . . . . . . 189 

,,  rooms — additional  lighting  and  ventilation  provided  . . 74 

,,  new  cooking  ranges  and  existing  repaired.  . . . . 30 

,,  houses — new  paving  provided  . . . . . . . . 25 

,,  new  wash  coppers  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

,,  new  firegrates  provided  and  existing  repaired  . . . . 36 

,,  stairs  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

,,  stairs  lighted  . . . , . . . . . . . . . . 7 

,,  handrails  provided  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

,,  separate  approach  to  bedrooms  provided  . . . . ■ . . 8 


Whilst  we  have  no  statutory  powers  to  demand  bathing  facilities,  the 
opportunity  is  always  taken  to  encourage  owners  to  provide  this  amenity  and 
assistance  is  always  given  as  to  position  and  where  possible  the  utilising  of 
existing  space.  During  the  year  60  dwellings  were  provided  with  facilities  in 
this  respect  ; in  the  majority  of  cases  hot  water  was  provided  over  the  baths 
and  sinks. 

In  the  field  of  housing  repair  and  improvement,  many  difficulties  have 
been  experienced  in  the  past  few  years,  the  chief  factors  being  the  high  cost 
of  materials  and  labour,  together  with  all  the  implications  of  the  present  Rent 
Restriction  Acts.  It  is  hoped  that  with  the  coming  into  force  of  the  proposed 
new  legilsation  embodied  in  the  “ Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Bill  ” these 
difficulties  will  be  considerably  eased. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1949 

During  the  year,  applications  for  an  improvement  grant  were  made  in 
respect  of  5 dwellings,  one  was  withdrawn  and  the  remainder  were  approved 
for  grant. 

The  total  cost  of  improvements  being  . . . . £1,663  16  0 

Amount  of  grant  approved,  i.e.,  50%  of  the  total. . £831  15  6 

Total  cost  of  repairs  . . . . . . . . . . £388  0 0 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

In  connection  with  the  above,  57  visits  were  made,  and  with  very  few 
exceptions  all  dwellings  are  of  the  trailer  type,  in  a sound  structural  condition. 
During  the  year  16  site  licences  were  granted,  12  of  which  were  renewals. 

INFESTATION 

In  all  work  carried  out  a preparation  containing  D.D.T.  was  used  with 
satisfactory  results  in  dwelling  houses.  A total  of  29  visits  were  made,  as  a 
result  of  which  the  following  works  were  carried  out : — 

No.  of  houses  treated  for  fleas  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

„ treated  for  fly  infestation  . . . . . . . . 8 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


In  all,  151  visits  were  made  and  31  rooms  were  disinfected. 


BATHING  POOLS 

There  is  one  pool  open  to  the  general  public  in  the  area  and  four  sited 
at  schools  ; in  addition,  bathing  takes  place  in  two  large  ponds  and  one  river. 
Seven  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  three  of  which  were 
unsatisfactory,  two  being  from  one  pool  at  which  it  is  intended  to  provide 
chlorination. 


FACTORIES 

During  the  year  130  visits  were  made  and  no  statutory  action  was  found 
to  be  necessary. 


FACTORIES 

1.  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PURPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Number  of 

Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  sec- 
tions I,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

33 

32 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  to  which  section 

7 applies — {a)  Subject 
to  the  Local  Authorities 
(Transfer  of  Enforce- 
ment Order,  1938) 

76 

98 

2 

{b)  others 

— 

— 

- 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 





_ 



Totals 

109 

130 

4 

— 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prosecu- 
tions 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

.rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec- 
tor 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3)  

Defective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 
tive . . 

2 

2 

1 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences  (not  in- 
cluding offences  relating 
to  homework) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  . . 

7 

7 

- 

1 

- 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  coming  into  force  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949, 
placed  the  full  responsibility  of  rats  and  mice  destruction  at  all  premises, 
including  farms,  on  Local  Authorities.  The  difficulty  with  only  one  operator 
has  been  to  find  time  to  include  farm  surveys  and  treatment.  (We  are  still 
fortunate  in  this  area  in  the  fact  that  the  Agricultural  Department  are  still 
able  to  cary  out  destruction  on  agricultural  land). 

With  the  recent  introduction  of  a new  poison  “ Warfarin,”  which  enables 
us  to  cut  down  the  number  of  visits  to  each  property  from  six  to  three  or  four 
at  the  initial  treatment,  it  has  been  possible  to  include  routine  farm  surveys 
for  the  first  time. 

The  cost  of  ” Warfarin  ” is  higher  than  the  other  types,  but  the  advantage 
of  reducing  the  number  of  visits  outweighs  this  when  it  is  realised  that  a high 
proportion  of  time  is  spent  in  travelling.  No  economies  in  time  have  been 
found  possible  on  refuse  tip  treatments. 

In  accordance  with  a resolution  of  the  Council,  private  dwellings  are 
treated  free  of  charge,  whilst  business  premises  are  treated  at  a charge  to  cover 
treatment.  The  cost  of  treating  Council  properties  is  kept  separate. 

During  the  year  accounts  sent  in  respect  of  business  premises  amounted 
to  £29  Is.,  whilst  the  approximate  cost  of  treating  Council  property  was  £109 
16s.  3d. 
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The  following  summarises  work  carried  out  during  the  year : — 


Private  Dwellings 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  surveyed  or  visited  ..  ..  ..  211 

„ where  treatment  was  carried  out  . . 138 

Total  number  of  visits  (pre-baiting  and  posioning,  etc.)  . . . . 1,242 

Council  Properties 

No.  of  treatments  carried  out  . . . . . . . . . . 45 

Estimated  number  of  rats  killed  . . . . . . . . . . 850 

Total  number  of  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 399 


Premises  visited  comprise  the  following  and  routine  treatments  are  carried 
out  quarterly  or  as  required  : — 

Sewage  Works  at  Copthorne,  Balcombe,  Hurstpierpoint,  Bolney,  Poynings, 
West  Hoathly,  Ardingly  (Main),  Ardingly  (Church  Plant),  Horsted 
Keynes. 

Refuse  Tips  at  Rowfant,  Albourne,  Handcross. 

Depot  at  Hurstpierpoint  and  Grange  Road. 


Business  Premises 

No.  of  food  shops  surveyed  or  visited  . . . . . . . . 3 

„ food  shops  where  treatment  carried  out  . . . . . . 2 

„ catering  establishments  visited  . . . . . . 5 

,,  catering  establishments  where  treatment  carried  out  . . 3 

,,  other  business  premises  (hotels,  schools,  etc.)  surveyed  or 

visited  . . . . . . 11 

,,  other  business  premises  where  treatment  carried  out  . . 10 

,,  farms  surveyed  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83 

,,  farms  where  treatment  carried  out  . . . . . . . . 3 

Total  number  of  visits  (pre-baiting,  poisoning,  etc.)  . . . . 286 

Total  estimated  number  of  rats  killed  . . . . . . 2,078 

,,  mice  killed  . . . . . . . . 135 

Total  number  of  pre-baits  laid  . . . . . . 5,019 

,,  “ Warfarin  ” baits  laid  ..  ..  ..  ..  2,311 

,,  poison  baits  laid  . . . . . . . . 1,175 

„ visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,927 


DETAILS  OF  COMPLAINTS  RECEIVED 


Overflowing  cesspools  . . . . . . . . 8 

Drainage  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Housing  Defects  . . 17 

Pollution  of  Ditches  . . . . 1 

Refuse  Collection  . . . . . . . . 1 

Rats  and  Mice  . . . . . . . . . . 177 

Unsatisfactory  living  conditions  . . . . . . . . 1 

Fly  infestation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 

Sanitary  Accommodation  . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 


Total  . . 248 
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